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ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [2.04 pm]:  The efficient use of energy is a major focus 
of the Carpenter government and, as a result, we place significant importance on our ongoing support for the 
national equipment energy efficiency program.  Through the program’s initiatives, Western Australia is on target 
to save over $700 million in energy bills and more than 15 million tonnes of carbon dioxide by 2020.  A major 
component of the program is mandatory star-rating labelling of appliances to ensure that consumers have 
sufficient information to choose products that will save them money and reduce the impact on the environment.  
This applies to refrigerators, freezers, airconditioners, washing machines, clothes dryers and dishwashers.   

In WA, the Sustainable Energy Development Office has enhanced the program by implementing the Reach for 
the Stars initiative that provides training to retailers and suppliers about selling high efficiency appliances and 
provides information to consumers on the benefits of efficient products.  Information sessions have been 
conducted in metropolitan and regional retail stores and new tools have been introduced to help consumers 
calculate the running costs of relevant appliances.  The initiative has been very successful.  New research has 
found that Perth consumers have a greater understanding of the star-rating program and its key message than do 
people in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.  In a recent national survey, 61 per cent of WA consumers said that 
energy efficiency was the most important factor in their decision to buy a particular appliance, with price being 
second at 52 per cent.  WA was the only state to consider energy efficiency as the most important factor. 

Another interesting aspect of the national program deals with the ever-increasing problem of standby power - the 
power consumed by equipment when it is not actually performing its primary function.  This mostly applies to 
clocks on appliances and televisions that are switched off by a remote control.  Studies have found that standby 
power accounts for around 10 per cent of Australia’s household energy consumption, costs more than 
$950 million and generates 6.5 million tonnes of carbon dioxide.  The state government has been involved in the 
development of Australia’s standby power strategy and is currently implementing it in WA, with the aim of 
reducing the standby power consumption of most products to less than one watt by 2012.  The strategy involves 
the identification of products that are performing poorly, the establishment of voluntary targets for improvement 
and the consideration of mandatory requirements when the voluntary approach fails. 

All these activities are already producing substantial results and are an excellent example of how government 
and industry can work together to increase energy efficiency and help the environment. 
 


